the hope, on the one hand, of extending slavery into a region from which it had been excluded by law; and, on tho other, by a sense of wrong done by what was regarded as a broach of public faith. This excitement was naturally transferred into tho border counties of Missouri and the territory, as settlors favoring free or slave institutions moved into them.
Withiu a few days after the organic law passed, and as soon as its passage could be known on the border, loading citizens of Missouri crossed into the territory, held "squatter meetings," voted at elections, committed crimes of violence, and then returned to their homes. This unlawful interference wns continued in every important stago in tho history of tho territory; every election was controlled, not by tho actual settlors, but by the citizens of Missouri; and, as a consequence, ovory ollicor in the territory, from constable to legislator, except those appointed by the President, owed his position to non-resident voters. None were elected by the settlors, and no political power whatever, however important, was exorcised by the people of the territory.
In October, 1854, the Governor of Kansas, A. H. Hcctlcr, and other officers appointed by the President, arrived in tho territory. Settlers from all parts of tho country came in groat numbers, entering their claims and building their cabins. Tho fivst election was for delegate to Congress and was hold on tho 29th of November, 1854. The governor divided tho territory into seventeen electiou districts, appointed judges, and proscribed proper rules for tho election. The report of the committee enters into full details as to this election and all sub-sequent thereto in each district. The conduct of tho election in the second district, held at the village of Douglas, nearly fifty miles from the Missouri line, is a fair specimen of all tho elections in Kansas. The report says:
"On tho second day boforo the oluolion largo GoiujumieB oC mon ciuuo into tlio district in wagons find on horseback, tmd declared thut they ware from tho State of Missouri, and wore going to Doughia to vote. 611 the morning of tho election they gathered around tho house wlmrn tho olootion wns to be hold. Two of tho judges appointed by Urn governor did not nppoar, and other judges were selected by the crowd ; nil ilion votocl. In, 'I'liat for Uie purpose of defraying Ihn expenses of said commission, them* be and hereby is appropriated (ho stun of ton thousand (S 1-0,01)0) dollars, lo bn paltl out of tho contingent fund of this House.
